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East Central Florida Region  
üMatt Culver , Brevard County    
üJames Gray, Indian River County 
üJim Oppenbourn , St. Lucie County 
üKathy Fitzpatrick , Martin County  



East Central Region Facts 

üSurrounded by 5 Tidal Inlets 
 

ü Is home to the Indian River Lagoon 
    -156 mile Estuarine habitat to hundreds of   
    fish and animal species  

 
ü Includes natural offshore Hardbottom 

biological communities  
 



Artificial Reef Deployments 2010-2014 
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Total Regional Reef Construction 2010 - 2014 

Between 2010 and 2014  

ü 18,100 tons deployed; 3 vessels sunk 

ü 26 New Artificial Reefs Created 

ü 26 reefs created 

ü 3 vessels sunk 

 



Natural Ecosystem ς AR Project Areas 
üRange: Extends from the Estuary to 16 NM 

offshore 
 

üDepth : 20 ft. up to 200 ft. of water 
 

üOcean Bottom: Flat barren sandy bottom 
devoid of natural Hardbottom 
outcroppings; adjacent to Oculina Banks 
HAPC and wide Continental Shelf  
 

üBiotic Communities: Widely scattered 
echinoderms and mollusks common to FL  

 



Interaction of Artificial Reefs in Ecosystem 

 
üEstuarine Reefs: improve water quality, 

provide fish habitat, and protect shoreline 
 

 
 
üDeep Water Reefs: provide hard relief and 

structure for attachment and shelter ɀ 
creating the basis for reef ecosystems  
 
 

 

 

Artificial Reefs enhance Ecosystems  


